Video-Analysis of Social Situations: Approaches and Practices

Bernt Schnettler (Technical University Berlin)

The tutorial provides a methodical and practical introduction to interpretative video-analysis. The
first part is dedicated to the methods of interpretative video-analysis. We will discuss the different
existing approaches, like videography, videohermeneutics and video-interaction-analysis, focus-
sing on its respective underlying methodical principles and its diverse practices of data recording,
selection, analysis and interpretation. We will inspect research examples from a wide range of
studies, inspired by Ethnomethodology, Sociological Hermeneutics and Genre Analysis. This in-
cludes video-analysis from workplace-studies in control-rooms and emergency-rooms, the per-
formance of religious visionaries, wedding-ceremonies, the genre of powerpoint-presentation.
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